Legend says t hat Rone was founded by
Rerrus and Ronul us, brot hers who were
nursed by awol f. Mrereliabl e sources date
theinceptionof thecity fromthe8thcentury
B.C, when a vil |l age was founded on t he
banks of the Tiber R ver as a neeting pl ace
and nar ket for shepherds and farners. This
vi | | age becane the great est enpirethe worl d
had known until then, and the grandeur of
Rone is still evident inits surviving
nonunent s and st r uct ur es.

TRANSPORTATI ON

Foneis ahuge city, but sightseeingis
easy W thits subway, bus and tramsystens.
You can buy singl e, daily or weekly tickets at
any t obacco shop. There are only two subway
lines, crisscrossingat the Termini station, so
it's al nost inpossibletoget |ost. Brery day at
3:30 PM and al so Sat urdays and Sundays at
10: 00 AM bus 110 | eaves Pi azza dei
d nquecento for athree hour tour of the nost

inportant sights.

100 BANKS AND CURRENCY

Banks ar e open Mbnday to Fri day 8: 30
AMto 1: 30 PMand 2: 45-3: 45 PM except
Védnesday when they' re open nonstop. Italy’'s
currency i sthe Buro. @ins indenomnati ons
of 1, 2, 5 10, 20, 50 cents and 1 &2 Buros.

Bank notes of 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200 and
500 Euros are | egal tender.
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You mght arrive back honme sooner than the
letter or postcard you sent fromRone-- the
Italiannail systemis notoriouslyslow soallow
about 3weeks for aletter toreachtheUS and
even | onger for postcards. Postcards wth ashort
greeting and si gnat ure cost appr oxi nat el y one
Brotosend, but aletter rateischargedif the

nessage i s | engt hy.

£~® TELEPHONES

Publ i ¢ phones are | ocat ed t hroughout the city.
You can use themw t h coi ns, as wel | as phone
t okens (gettone) and tel ephone cards.
Transat| antic call s are cheapest fromthe Gentral
Post Gficein P azza San S |vestro (open 24
hours). Try not to use the phone i n your hot el
roomsi nce hot el s add exorbi tant servi ce char ges
for long-distancecalls. Tocall theUS dia 00

+ 1 + area code + nunber.

ﬁ SHOPPI NG

Shops ar e open weekdays from9: 00 AMunti |
1: 00 PM and 4: 00-8: 00 PM and on Sat ur days
9: 00 AMto 1: 00 PM Sorre shops are cl osed
Monday nor ni ngs.

Rone i s agreat pl aceto go shoppi ng. There are
tenpting w ndows al | al ong i a Gondotti, Ma
Fattina, Hazzade JpagnaandMaSstina Itaian
shoes are worl d fanous for their highquality
(and hi gh prices), and you can find t hemat
Al banese (M a Lazi 0 19). For gifts such as key
chai ns, handbags, wall ets and anything in
| eather, goto Fendi (Via Borgognona 36).
R NAS- CENTE, on the corner of M a del Corso
andMaTritone, isalargedepartnent storethat
you shoul dn't niss.

Thereis afleanarket every Sunday norni ng at
Porta Portese, and the food narket at Canpo
dei Fori isoneof thenost colorful in Fone.

% EATI NG

Excel lent foodis asinherent toRoneasits
anci ent nonunents. You are never far froman
eating establ i shnent, whether it's very el egant
or nost infornal . Traditional ly, Italian cuisine
consi sts of pasta and neat (veal , |an, chicken
or fish), acconpani ed by red or white w ne at

dinner. Dnner isrelativelylate, around 9:00 PM

m PLACES TOM SI T

The best known structure fromancient Roneis
t he Col osseum wher e crowds once cane to
viewgladiatorial contests, hunts and naval
battles; the nost conpl ete buildingleft isthe
Pant heon, constructed by Hadri an as a tenpl e
dedi cated t o t he seven pl anetary gods; the
ol dest and nost evocat i ve rui ns whi ch recal |
nost cl early the hal f-1egendary, hal f-historical
origins of Rone are those of the Ronan Forum
whi ch has nuner ous monunent s, basil i cas and
tenples; theMIlaBorgheseisthelargest public
park i n Rone; the Cat aconbs, subterranean
ceneteries, were used by Qristiansinthe 2nd
century for neetings and worshi p; the Vati can
dty, aseparate entity fromthe city of Fone
gover ned by t he Pope, is surrounded by a wal |
built toprotect thetonbof S. Reter- S. Reter's
Bsilicaisthelargest adgreatest of al churches.
Andfor aniceexcursionalittleout of Rorme,
see Gstia Antica, aforner Ronan port and the
best preserved Roman t own af t er Ponpei i .



